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[E SPIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 


_ of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 


SEPTEMBER 7th, 1944 


BRITAIN’S CHURCHMEN ON THE NATIONAL 


DAY OF PRAYER 


ANGLICAN AND FREE CHURCH VOICES 


The observance of the National Day of 
Berayer on September 8rd, the fifth anniver- 


sary of Britain’s entry into the war, has been , 


es: reported in press and radio. 

We print the full text of two sermons, one 
F given on the B.B.C. by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the other delivered in the Cen- 
tral Hall, Westminster, by the well-known 
"Methodist preacher, Dr. W. E. Sangster. 


, Dr. Temple: 

_ All the ends of the world shall remember them- 
selves and be turned unto the Lord: and all the 
_ Kindreds of the nations shall worship before Him. 
For the Kingdom is the Lord’s: 
_ Governor among the people. 


and He is the 
Psalm xxii, 27, 28. 


_ The nation, answering the call of its King, 
Offers its prayers to-day at a moment when 
hope is high. We look back to the period four 
years ago when the invasion of our own land 
seemed imminent and we were ill-equipped to 
resist it. We know that our friends in other 
countries then thought our danger so great 
that complete disaster’ could hardly be 
averted. We thank God now for the spirit 
of our people at that time, for the inspiring 
: leadership which kindled our ardour, and for 
the unwavering constancy of multitudes, in 
- face of the peril, loss and death with which 
the enemy could then afflict all parts of our 
_ country from the air. The National Day of 
_ Prayer, held on the Sunday next after the 
first anniversary of our entry into the war, 
‘ 


was marked by deep anxiety controlled by 
firm resolve. Our sense of dependence on 
_ God was quickened by very present dangers. 
- One nation after another had been over-run. 
There was sombre meaning then in the famil- 
iar response—“There is none other that, 
fighteth for us but only thou, O God.” 


It is good for us to look back to those dark 
days and to remember through what perils 
the mercy of God sustained us. It gives more 
vividness to our thanksgivings as we meet 
to-day with high hopes because we believe the 
end of the war is in sight. The way before us 
may still be arduous; but whether the time 
required be short or long—as the effort and 
sacrifice must needs be great—yet the end is 
in sight and our confidence in victory is now 
not an almost desperate faith but an assur- 
ance based'on irresistible evidence. 

And so we look forward to victory as some- 
thing within our grasp, and beyond victory 
to the use that should be made of it. We are 
not now concerned with the political arrange- 
ments which must be made, but with the 
spirit in which we shall enter upon the new 
era. For it must be a new era; otherwise we 
shall have failed. It is imperative that we 
find the means of ensuring peace among the — 
nations. In the achievement of that aim the — 
statesmen have their own great part to play. 
But no statesmanship can ensure peace in a 
world where men, as individuals and as citi- 
zens, are selfish in their outlook and grasping 
in their conduct. 

When the fighting stops we shall be very. 
tired and easily disposed to shirk respon- — 
sibility, to throw off discipline and to relax | 
all effort. Some relaxation, of course, there 
must be. Human nature will demand it. And 
there must be a time of recuperation. But 
let us remember that when the European war — 
is over, the war in the Pacific is likely still to He 
claim our efforts; and our next duty will be — 
to fulfil our obligations to our American an 
Chinese Allies. It would be a bad omen for 
our acceptance of the responsibility which 
victory must bring if we failed or even 
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showed reluctance to meet te 
The peace we establish must be peace for. a 


the world issuing from the defeat | of all 


aggressors. 

The maintenance of that peace will make; 
demands upon us, that we may take our share 
in the maintenance of order. War-weariness 
may tempt us to reduce that burden to the 
minimum, and we should brace ourselves now 
to resist that temptation when it comes. 

At home we all look forward to the happi- 
ness of homes restored and families again 
united; to a better order of living in which 
every one has a square deal; and to more of 
fellowship and less of strife. These things 
can be if we are ready to work hard and to 
be unselfish. But we shall need our utmost 
resources of energy and goodwill if there is 
to be that production and distribution of 
wealth which will be necessary for the fulfil- 
ment of all these hopes of social well-being. 

The tasks which we must undertake are 
beyond our strength unless that strength is 
the limitless strength of God. The great 
hopes which have been kindled in our hearts 
will end in disappointment unless we look hbe- 
yond even those hopes to the promises of God. 

When all nations recognize as their King 
and Governor the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ they will so order their policies that 
peace will be assured. 

When all classes and sections remember 
themselves and turn to the Lord, they will 
labour for the common good and the common 
good will be established. 

Then—and not before. 


So to-day is a day of dedication—dedica- 
tion to the uttermost and without limit—for 
Victory—Yes; for Peace beyond Victory— 
Yes; but beyond Victory and Peace for the 
glory of God, that we may take our place 
with “all the kindreds of the nations” as 
they worship before Him. “For the King- 
dom is the Lord’s and He is the Governor 
among the people.” 


Dr. W. E. Sangster: 

“And the Lord wrought a great victory.” 

II Samuel xxiii, 12. 

The ancient people of God were never 
afraid to ascribe a victory in battle to “the 
arm of the Lord.” The prophets, and the 
priests, and the historians, and the poets of 
Israel, always sought the religious meaning 
at the heart of their history. 

There are two ways of looking at events. 
They can be regarded either from the man- 
ward or the Godward side. They can be 
considered as the results entirely of human 
~ wills (their conflicts and harmonies, their 
striving and obstructions), but also as an 


always for man’ Ss highest good. 


- the mighty events of the last twelve weeks 


with 1 mer and ; some eh against “theme | 


The Hebrew people always looked. at 
history in that second way. Is it possible | 
for us to look at world events in that way } 
now? Can we say, as we look back over 


(the resolution and apprehension of D-Day; 
our unspeakable relief that, costly as it was, 
it was not more costly; the capture of 
Cherbourg; the waiting weeks before Caen; 
the sudden sweep into the soft heart of 
France; and that astonishing succession of 
liberated towns and provinces that have 
almost taken our breath away); can we. 
look back over those amazing twelve weeks—. 
and look forward also in confident anticipa- | 
tion of great things still to come—and say, 
in simple truth, “The Lord wrought a great | 
victory’? i 

Now, some devout Christian people—dear 
to us even when they differ from us—have | 
found it hard to believe that possible. The 
war is to them so tragic a contradiction of all | 
God’s purposes of good towards His world, | 
that they cannot find Him in war anywhere, 
and they think, in their heart of hearts, that. 
we are half impious to do so ourselves. ‘“How | 
ean you associate the God and Father of | 
Our Lord Jesus Christ” they say, “with | 
starving multitudes, with butchered babies, | 
with shattered cities—whether they be in | 
England or in Germany—with liquid flame 
and flying bombs?” Indeed, so confused have | 
they become that, in the early days of the | 
war at least, they committed themselves to | 
the statement that God was neutral in this _ 
war. “Look at the awful things which go on 
on both sides. Look at the murder and lust 
and pillage and destruction. How can God - 
bless such happenings? He stands in serene 
detachment from it all, and.if you want to 
express the attitude of Heaven in the lan- 
guage of earth it is just in that way that you 
must do it. There are faults on both sides 
and God is neutral.” 

Now, while we are respectful—or seek to 
be respectful—of all opinions sincerely held, 
the vast majority of us have differed sharply 
from that judgment. It is a thought in- 
credible to us that God could be detached 
from the sorrow and suffering of His world. 
His very love, so it seems to us, engages Him > 


*to every breaking heart and He cannot be 


neutral in a tragedy so vast and deep as this. 
Even though He has all eternity in view to 
work out His purposes and adjust the in- 
justice of earth, and even though the hour 
of His spiritual victory is sure. bi 
be indifferent to the long night of ago y 
which still intervenes, nor the milion of 


. 


oving God ¢ cannot be neutral i in His 
ctions. 

e cannot be neutral either, we think, in 
is judgments. It is a cheap and shallow 


‘Oh! it’s fifty-fifty” and leave it there. That 


lems. 

I was discussing a sad case of divorce 
recently. I knew the facts well. I had, in- 
deed, married the couple and had observed 
to my sorrow, through the passing months, 
the utter break-up of that home, the only 
ease of its kind that I know among the 
hundreds and hundreds of couples I have 
married. 

Now, if you were to ask me if there were 

faults on both sides, I should be compelled, 
by the facts, to admit that the injured party 
was not an absolutely flawless saint, but 
nobody could know the facts with the 
intimacy I knew them and deny that the 
disloyalty, and the sheer wickedness, and 
the tragic unfaithfulness were overwhelm- 
ingly on one side. 
- You can imagine, therefore, the pain with 
which I heard, when I was discussing the 
matter recently, one member of the circle 
say, in a light way, “Oh! I think in all these 
cases it’s six of one and half a dozen of the 
other.” 

Some people seem to think that if one 
party to a dispute is not absolutely un- 
blemished, and white with a whiteness never 
found on earth, they can dismiss the dispute 
by saying, “It’s a case of fifty-fifty.” Be on 
your guard against that silly talk. Moral 
judgment, would cease to have any meaning 
in this world if nobody could pass a moral 
judgment unless they were a saint of the 
rarest virtue. We may, and we must, pass 
judgment on things which confront us, and 
while no modest man would claim complete 
knowledge of all the facts and circumstances, 
or deny that God might see mitigations that 
were hidden from him, we should barely be 
able to live an ordered life in this world at 
all if we were incapable of saying, ‘“‘This is 
wrong and that is right.” 

Or let me put it this way. I used this 
illustration once when we were facing 
another problem. I -am the father of two 
children of the same age. Like all normal 
children they quarrelled when they were 
small. More than once I could hear the 
dispute from my study, and when it reached 
a certain pitch of intensity, if their mother 
had not already settled it, I went down and 
intervened. 

_ The short way of settling a childish dispute 
uinstanecs: like those, and one too 


ay of dismissing a hard problem to say,. 


ay save trouble but it does not solve prob-_ 


- easily resorted to by some parents, is to box 


the ears of both of them and have done with 
it. That would be the logical action, I sup- 


-pose, of people who say so cheerfully in any 


dispute, “Oh! it’s fifty-fifty.” 

But I don’t think a real father does that. 
Patiently he seeks to unravel the cause of 
the dispute. As he proceeds, it becomes 
patently clear that neither of them was 
absolutely blameless, but it also becomes 
clear, as a rule, that one of them initiated 
the trouble by some unfairness or naughti- 
ness or injustice. And while a good father 
has a rebuke for one, he has a much severer 
rebuke and judgment on the other, and in 
the end he says something like this, “Yes, 
I know. I know all that. But you are wrong.’ 


That is part of moral education, and it is 
a part which no honest parent can avoid. - 


Will that serve to give you a picture of 
how I see God’s relation to this conflict, and 
why I say quite definitely that, in my 
judgment, He cannot possibly be neutral, 
nor has He been neutral at any time? Too 
much is involved. His heart is so completely 
engaged. In the Cross He committed Him- 
self to this world for ever and ever, and the 
Cross says to me, whenever I look at it, “I ~ 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” : 
Howsoever you look at this sad world in the mk 
light of God, you cannot say that He is i 
neutral. 

Can we say, then, and say with more 
confidence as the hour of victory, we believe, 
draws near, that God is on our side? Can we 
borrow the words of our text and say, A Ss 
Lord wrought a great victory”? 


Some people do say that—though some oft 
them say it too glibly. They say it without 
thinking the whole thing through. They | say 
it without taking account of our own national © 
failings. Indeed,. some of them would even 
doubt whether we had any national fae ‘ 
at all. “Why, of course,” they assert, “God e 
is on our side.” | 5 

It is not hard to show the difficulty of a 
too-easy acceptance of a statement like that. 
Pious people in Germany, no doubt, think 
that God is on their side and some of them 
have even persuaded themselves that they 
are crusaders against a Godless Bolshevism. 
Their soldiers are, they sincerely believe, the 
very soldiers of the Cross. 

Their minds have been biased by twelt , 
years of doctored propaganda: twelve years 
of false history: inflamed by five years of 
scientifically calculated hate. How can they 
reach a sound conclusion and see things in 
their true light? 

But they pray on the background of such 
beliefs as they have, as we pray on the 


background of such beliefs as we have 


the idea of some mortal tug-of-war in the 


heart of God—their prayers against our 
prayers warring in Heaven—is offensive, 
blasphemous, and such a thought as we 
repudiate at once. Two nations praying for 
opposite things and a God distracted by their 
prayers is no image to be held in a reverent 
heart. 

Now, as we know, religious men of discern- 
ment are not so ready to affirm that God is 
on our side as they are anxious to affirm, in 
truth, that they are on God’s side. That is 
the important thing. That is what they want 
to be sure about. It is a vain delusion to 
think that the passion and number of mortal 
prayers will pull the holy God to see only 
one point of view, but it is a plain, spiritual 
fact that, if we desire it, God will give us 
grace to see the struggle from His point of 
view and make us ready for His perfect will. 

Despite the bigoted teaching of some 
nationalist zealots, God does not love Brit- 
ishers as Britishers and dislike Germans as 
Germans, or vice versa. Holiness is the first 
thing with God. “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hosts.” There are no superior races 
and inferior races in the heart of God, any 
more than there are superior and inferior 
children in the heart of any good father of a 
family. Some of his children will be brighter 
than others and more gifted, but superiority 
and inferiority they can never have in his 
heart. 

Dr. Ley, the German labour leader, whose 
raving speech on the attempted execution of 
Hitler is still in our minds, said, not long 
since, talking about the swift advances of 
the Russians, that Fate would never allow a 
superior people like the Germans to be de- 
feated by a low Mongolian people. The “low 
Mongolian people,” it would appear from his 
speech, were the Russians. 

Now, it is there that you see the tragic 
error of this people. It is there that you see 
them, not fighting against us, but fighting 
against God. They are hypnotized with 
thoughts of superior and inferior races. The 
Russians are a “low Mongolian people.” 
Black men are_not men at all but merely 
“ape-like creatures.” Jews are not men: 
they are just the tuberculosis germs of the 
body politic. Nobody has mercy on tuber- 
culosis germs and, therefore, the Jews can 
be slaughtered without mercy, pity or re- 
morse. 


I am not unfair to the German viewpoint 
in giving you those phrases. That teaching 
is not taken from the less reputable of their 
newspapers but from authoritative pro- 
nouncements of their leaders, and I say 
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error of this’ AeEole and it is there that you 
gee them, not fighting against us, but fighting 


- God; our wills, our affections, all that there 


against God. 

It is there also that you see our own: need 
of taking spiritual guidance, for God will not 
give us the victory because we are British 
or American or Russian or Dutch. God’s first 
concern is with His spiritual purposes in this 
world, and the judgment in this awful dis- 
pute will be given by Almighty God to those 
who come nearest into harmony with His 
perfect will. 

No nation on this earth has attained His 
perfect will as yet. No nation is composed 
of peerless men. No nation is an assembly 
of saints. But the purposes of some people — 
are far, far closer to God’s purposes than 
others, and, because this is God’s world, all 
His universe at the last must work in har- 
mony with them. 

What, then, shall we say? If God is not 
neutral, if God is not on our side because we 
are British, how can we relate our thought 
of.God in this struggle, and view its outcome 
with calmness and confidence and say, as its 
end draws near, “The Lord wrought a great 
victory”? ! 

In this way. By dedicating ourselves to 


is of us, for His service in all the years that 
are ahead. 


In the second place, to league ourselves 
with all those others, in all communions, who — 
are seeking to persuade this nation to return ~ 
to God. To be vigilant for the things of the © 
Spirit.. To recognize the inwardness of this © 
struggle. To admit freely that, during the 
truce between the wars, our nation largely — 
forgot God. To see the sin of elbowing spir- 
itual things from the centre of the individual 
and civic and national life, and allowing © 
religion, in so many circles, to become a 
subject, not for respect, but for cynicism. 

The war has had astringent qualities for 
us. The bitter tree has borne this sweet fruit. 
In the dark days through which we have 
passed, many have been challenged, forced 
to think, and not a few have made their way 
back again to the paths of righteousness. 
Many, many more must be constrained so to 
do. Pledge yourself to it this morning; seize 
the opportunity this day of national prayer 
provides, to dedicate yourself again to God. 
See with steady eyes that no victory won at 
great cost of blood on the battlefield can be 
retained without an inner spiritual victory 
in this nation’s life as well. Resolve—and 
resolve now—to have your part in this, and 

“may the vows which you have made on earth 
be ratified in heaven.” ‘ 


